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FRANK MALLARD — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.08 pm]: It is with sadness that I rise to inform 
the house of the passing of a truly inspirational individual, Frank Mallard, who was Western Australia’s 2019 
Senior Australian of the Year. Mr Mallard, a Yamatji man from Northampton, joined the Australian Army in 1962 
and served in Malaya, Borneo and Vietnam before retiring in 1965. He continued to serve in the Army Reserves 
until 1999. In 2015, he was awarded the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm Unit Citation. 

As members may be aware, before the referendum of 1967, the equality that Aboriginal servicemen experienced 
during active service was not mirrored on their return home. They often faced significant challenges and 
Mr Mallard was no exception. But, undaunted, he became a staunch advocate for veterans, fighting for their 
superannuation pension rights, amongst other things. His lived experience of service as a solider and later as 
a voice for veterans was also manifest in other areas of his life. A member of the stolen generation, Mr Mallard 
was a fierce advocate for the vulnerable and disenfranchised in our community and performed much voluntary and 
charity work. He chaired the Voice of the Voiceless Ministry, a support group for people suffering social issues 
such as drug addiction and mental illness. He worked tirelessly for the Ellenbrook branch of the RSLWA, was 
a member of Honouring Indigenous War Graves WA, and was WA Treasurer of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Association. 

As I said earlier, Mr Mallard was a proud Yamatji man and used his standing as an elder of his people to help and 
guide others. In 2018, the City of Swan recognised his contribution to the community by awarding him both 
Citizen and Senior Citizen of the Year. His lifetime of service to his country and community is a shining example 
to us all. On behalf of the government, I extend our sympathies to his family. He will be truly missed. 
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